
SCULPTOMATIC

SCULPTOMATIC is an exhibition of recent collaborative work by Dunhill and 
O’Brien, including a new large scale installation incorporating a 6 metre long 
motorised conveyor/ elevator, a video, a ‘dumb waiter’ and a 1.5 ton clay 
sculpture produced with the aid of a crew of helpers. 
During the week before the exhibition opens to the public a collection of 500 
images of sculptures from prehistoric ritual objects to contemporary artworks will 
be translated in to clay models that will later be dropped from a height of 5 
metres to form a sculpture mountain.
Dunhill and O’Brien’s work attempts in one way or another to solve the problem 
of how to make an artwork that is untainted by individual taste and the ‘hand of 
the artist’. This quest has led the artists to work with devices and strategies 
including: digging and casting holes in Holland; repeatedly dropping rocks in to 
mounds of clay during a heat wave in Rome; writing a dialogue about how to give
a lecture on the significance of the hole in sculpture and devising a bench for 
sculpting via a relay system.

Dunhill and O’Brien’s work focuses on process, questions of authorship, veracity,
‘craftsmanship’ and the status of sculpture.  While their work is essentially 
reflexive and could be considered as art about art dilemmas, it also reflects upon 
the nature of human endeavour, on mortality, aspiration and futility.  As Samuel 
Beckett is thought to have said “to be an artist is to fail and art is fidelity to 
failure”. In a similar way Dunhill and O’Brien do not consider their work to be 
merely ironic, their explicit intentions are that the work should be sincere, self 
critical and as beautiful as possible.

SCULPTOMATIC will run from the 14th May to the 8th June at the 
Kunstvereniging, Diepenheim
On Saturday 14th may there will be a special event and launch of the publication, 
‘How to Make a Thing’ based on Dunhill and O’Brien’s recent work with essays 
by Ed Allington and  Nancy Roth that consider the wider issues of collaboration in
contemporary art practice with a design by Nick Eagleton. 


